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Access the Boatshed launch 5
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Access Gordon Park boatramp

off Wellington Drive

point by turning off Riverside
Drive into the Nambucca
Heads RSL Club carpark

NAMBUCCATRAILS 7




X
SN

-
#‘»
.

TR T

BLA CITIZEN SCIENTIST

REPORT DOLPHIN SIGHTINGS
Estuarine habitats like the lower Nambucca River often support
Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins. Research on the Nambucca
dolphins commenced in 2014 and has found that the estuary is
important to a small resident community of mothers and calves.
Report sightings by phoning (02) 6676 1473.
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When paddling the lower-NambuccatRiver.
estuaryyou can paddlefitiasioneitrail
or.breakiitiupintoidifferentisectionsito
suitiyouriavailableftimeand interestaltis
notirecommendeditoipaddleitheimouth
ofithelNambuccalRivernearthe Vawall
breakwater, JHestrongwater.currentiand
shoals'makejitiinsateandiunnavigablefor.
thelmajority ofipecple!

TAYLORS ARM

STURRT ISLAND

The largest island to visit in the Nambucca River lower
estuary is Stuart Island. The paddle around Stuart Island is
scenic and you can stop off on the island for lunch at the
Golf Club or to cook up a barbecue - both easily accessed
from the island’s boatramp.

When deciding which way to paddle around the island, you

should check tidal information first. There is a causeway to

the island with a tunnel for paddling through and the water
flow is dependent on the tide.

LAN VSR N s #

TIDAL LAG CSTIMATLS

NAMBUCCA V-wall near river entrance — 11 min
RIVER

Stuart Island — 1 hr 45 min
Macksville = 2 hr 15 min
Devil’s Elbow Reserve — 2 hr 30 min

Bowraville, Grassy Park — 3 hr 30 min.

Utungun - 3 hr
RIVER

WARRELL CREEK Warrell Creek entrance — 1 hr 30 min

Scotts Head — 3 hr 45 min
Pacific Highway bridge — 4 hr 30 min




MACKSVILLE KAYAK TRAILS

Macksville is a pretty riverside
town that offers canoe and kayak
launch points on the north and
south sides of the Nambucca
River. It offers great places to
stay and quaint cafes and pubs to
unwind and relax in after

your paddle.

—

ABUCR

Q -30°42'21.22"S , 152°55'11.01"E
Access Princess Street launch
point near:the intersection of
Princess and River Streets

@ -30°42'14.8”S, 152°55'13.9"E it i :
Access Ferry Street launch point (g
through Lions Park in North i
Macksville, just off Giinagay Way  'pm

; : . _ , @ -30°42'08.9”S 152°57'58.6"E

- % - - =AM = Y TRl = Lol - N Access Gumma Dock launch point
‘ V ; via Gumma Road, Macksville.
Turn left off Gumma Road onto
Figtree Road and the launch point
is on your left

TILLYWILLY CRECK

1KM ONE WAY

An easy paddle for beginners or
children, Tilly Willy Creek offers
calm water and picturesque views
of some of Macksville;’s early
homesteads.
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4KM ONE WAY

Macksville or continue further upstream
to Welsh’s Pioneer Park, Talarm, and exit
at the riverbank there.

UPSTREAM TO
DEVILS CLBOW RESCRVE

9KM ONE WAY
For a longer paddle, you can go from
Macksville’s launch points upstream
towards Bowraville. Paddle one kilometre
upstream and take the right fork in the
river. The river is bordered by beautiful
trees and pastoral areas. You can paddle
eight kilometres upstream to Devil’'s
Elbow Reserve boatramp or turn around
and return to Macksville.

r)

A medium-length paddle is from NAMBUCCA 3

Macksville up the Taylors Arm reach 5
of the Nambucca River. From either of SN 3 [\[f;{[][%g /J

Macksville’s launch' points, you head H “,4_5 J"""‘,f“\) \ me

upstream for one kilometre and then \ ﬂ - BLACKBUTT CREEK (s MILLIP ? (REEK
take the left fork of the river toward the =l WELSHS " i HUEHES =

Wilson Road bridge. After a kilometre, ‘\‘\ (REEK WILSON RD BRIDGE \\;\ BRIDGE ﬁ &
the trail becomes secluded and you can “Zhp\ ‘ GUMMA
paddle for four kilometres upstream to Lj\ % }%h%?ig (ONGARINMI /'\‘\_./ DOCK
the Congarinni Bridge and be picked up :\/\‘ PRK ORIDGE ¢ wadyille CORT
at the boatramp beside the bridge. If you f > \ / ISLAND ikt .
are after a longer paddle, you can either N /) » TILLYWILLY RESERVE
turn around and go downstream back to T%\?F (RIK (RPSITC

MACKSVILLE TO GUMMA DOCK

9KM ONE WAY
Paddle downstream, east of Macksville to Gumma Dock.
The trail is rich in history and culture. You will paddle
under the Macksville Bridge and pass the remains of
the old Government Wharf, a former trade epicentre.
Further downstream, you will go under the Phillip
Hughes Bridge (named in honour of an Australian
Test cricketer and local). Just on from the bridge is
Goat Island, a small mangrove and littoral rainforest
island. You will see many bird species there and often
the threatened white-bellied sea eagle can be spotted.
Gumma Dock is just two kilometres further downstream.
As you approach, you will see oyster leases and a launch
point on the southern bank of the river.

—

On the northern'side

of the Nambucca River
just past Goat Island
is believed to be the

[ast place Birroungan
— a creation spiritin
Aboriginal mythology —
crossed the river
in his canoe.
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Welsh'’s Pioneer Park is :
located aboutiseven kms west i
of Macksville, via'Taylors'Arm :
Road. Turn right to cross :
Congarinni Bridge, then left |
onto Welshs Creek’Road and o :
the park is about.four kms !
down on the left. :
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NELSHS CREEK RD

WELSHS FIONCCR FARKTO BOAT HARBOUR

O9KM ONE WAY
Welsh'’s Pioneer Park is a peaceful place and is named after. the first family
to select land in the Talarm area. Here kayaks and canoes need to be handed
down a two metre bank to reach the waterline below.

When paddling upstream, the river gradually narrows. First gravel beds
emerge and then, near Boat Harbour, you will pass through Hell's Gates, a
prominent bedrock gorge. Hell's Gates is believed to have been a waterfall
before the last major marine transgression when sea-levels are thought to

have been about 120m lower than they are today.
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BoatiHarbouriBridge'is located about'nine Qm‘ west of Macksville; via .

Taylors’ArmiRoad Alaylors Arm Road beco[ne Boat Harbour Road. L

Gross the first brldge on Boat Harbour Road adithe'access gate'is |

immediately’on ftherightsAccess to rhe rlve' htelisWia privatejproperty, N

soenter at your own}%lsk and J<eep an eye utor cattle! "
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It takes very little effort
to escape the daily grind
in Gaagal Wanggaan
National Park. It is
Aboriginal Land and is
leased back to the NSW
National Parks and
Wildlife Service.

GUMMARCSERVE T0
GAAGAL WANGGAAN
(SOUTH BEACH)
HﬂT,ﬂNﬂ'— PﬂRK (DACIFIC HIGHWAY )

— WARRLLL
(RECK

You can paddle for
(G"NAGAY WAY) up to five kilometres
downstream to where
Warrell Creek joins the
Nambucca River. Be
cautious as you near the
river mouth as the water
current can be strong.

g
GUNNA NATIONAL
[ S;; ATIONA

RESERV 5 PARK
CANPSITE o ;

-30°42'28.8"S
152°58'59.4"E

Travel along Gumma Road
from Macksville and turn
left into Boultons Crossing
Road to the Gumma
‘BOULTONS CROSSING ROAD) Reserve campsite. Access to
Warrell Creek is from the
campsite via the river bank.
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Pictured is a local Osprey, also known as Sea Hawk or <
Fish Hawk. Its conservation status in NSW is listed as MV-‘VW
vulnerable. They hunt for live fish by plunging feet first
into the waterways. The Nambucca Valley is home to a

great variety of fascinating bird life. D Road =~ DirtRoad [l Water
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. 5KM ONE WAY ‘ ,
! Engoy the calm waters of Warrell Creek¥As you paddle
’ nstream to Gumma Reserve, you will pass littoral

" - &
£
. . !, -~ fv\m«nlmcca heads

E PACIFIC HIGHWAY )

_— UMM
sourons) 1 ARk

Fok CAMPSITE

GUMMA RD
-30°44'40.4"S

; - 152°59'05.8"E
MV;VM.& At Scotts Head,
travel about

GUMMA RD one km west to

South Pacific

raififorest and saltmarsh meadows. Birdlife'is abundant
here, with beautiful kingfishers, osprey and sea eagles often
spotted. You can stay overnight at Gumma Reserve campsite
or youican paddle a bitifurther downstream afid camp in
taagal Wanggaan National Park.

6KM ONE WAY . Drive. Follow this
On quiet days, you will have this section of Warrell : & -30745'02.9"S road 500m down
Creek completely to yourself. You can paddle for six i ; 152°56'31.8"E and Weir Reserve
kilometres upstream through farmland and eucalypt : Henstock Reserve is located . is on the left.
forest to Henstock Reserve. The reserve is very secluded i between Macksville and
and vehicles can access it from Scotts Head Road. Scotts Head, approximately
§ five km east of the Pacific WEIR
’ 1 ) Motorway. Travel along R[S[R\/[
[ ; Scotts Head Road and the
: 0 reserve is on the left.

7 HEYSTOCK
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Deep Greekimeandersipastitheserene and peaceful
Village of:VallatBeach Y oucan traveltwo kilometres 4
Upstreamthrough farmlanditothe'PacificHighway ==
andipaddleltinderits bridge;oryou canjustimeanderass
slowlylaround the lowerestuary. Birdlifelis abundanti‘ =
here and wallabies often traverse the creekiban ke S i

(DACIFIC HIGHWAY

GIINAGAY WAY)

DECF CREEK

-3033625.:07S
153°00'23 4"E
e el aunchipointisin
VallaYReservepoftenireferred
oS LioniSIPaTkAofT
OceghView Drive.
-
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Nambucca
Valley Council NSW
. e GOVERNMENT

: hrough funding from the NSW Government’s
e Boating Now Program




